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"The constitutional rights of respondents are not to be sacrificed or
yielded to the violence and disorder which have followed upon the
actions of the Governor and Legislature. As this Court said some
41 years ago in a unanimous opinion in a case involving another
aspect of racial segregation: "It is urged that this proposed
segregation will promote the public peace by preventing race
conflicts. Desirable as this is, and important as is the preservation
of the public peace, this aim cannot be accomplished by laws or
ordinances which deny rights created or protected by the Federal
Constitution.” Buchanan v. Warley, 245 U.S. 60, 81. Thus law and
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order are not here to be preserved by depriving the Negro children
of their constitutional rights. The record before us clearly
establishes that the growth of the Board's difficulties to a
magnitude beyond its unaided power to control is the product of
state action.  Those difficulties, as counsel for the Board
forthrightly conceded on the oral argument in this Court, can also
be brought under control by state action."

Cooper v. Aaron, 358 U.S. 1, 16 (1958).
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